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7 July 2020 
 
Dear Mr Macdonald, 
 
In my evidence to Committee on 23 June 2020 I stated that “public health officials . . . are 
contacting approximately 20% of travellers to give them public health guidance in relation to 
quarantining and self-isolation”.   
 
At the time I made that statement, based on the information provided to me by my officials, I 
believed it to be correct. I was advised that receipt of data and the ability to contact those in 
quarantine had begun on 22 June.  However, I now understand that in fact on receipt of the 
data it was determined to not be of sufficient quality to allow the relevant checks to take 
place immediately and so further work was required to improve the quality of the data. This 
also required amendments to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Public 
Health Scotland and the Home Office that governed the sharing of sensitive information.   
  
The MoU is now fully in place, the relevant data of an appropriate quality has been received 
and checks have begun today (7 July) including retrospective sampling of those who have 
already arrived. 
 
I remain confident that there is a robust system in place to check on incoming passengers. 
Border Force have reported high levels of compliance with the regulations at ports of entry.  
As I said to the committee Police Scotland’s approach to enforcement of these regulations 
would be to act based on intelligence they may receive that somebody is not self-isolating.  
In advance of the committee meeting, Police Scotland confirmed that no calls reporting non-
compliance with the self-isolation requirements had been received. It may be of interest to 
the committee to know that as of today, 6 reports of suspected non-compliance have been 
received by Police Scotland.  
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I am grateful to the Committee for its continued scrutiny of our response to Covid-19.   
 
 
 
 
HUMZA YOUSAF 
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